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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

HEADLINE: Columbia Public Schools’ Columbia Area Career Center Named Outstanding Technology Center

 COLUMBIA, MISSOURI, July 20, 2017 — Columbia Area Career Center in Columbia, Missouri, was named an 

Outstanding Technology Center by the Southern Regional Education Board at the 31st Annual High Schools That Work Staff 

Development Conference in Nashville, Tennessee, on July 12. The SREB works with states and educators across the nation to 

improve public education at every level, from early childhood through postsecondary education. 

 CACC was recognized because it is a consistent high performing center in Missouri based on Perkins Performance 

Indicators. It concentrates on two focus areas: 1) implementing project-based learning and cultivating a culture of continuous 

improvement, and 2) advancing the quality of the career technology curricula and program evaluation. CACC expanded 

the presence of dual credit by increasing the number of students participating and by including additional agreements with 

postsecondary institutions during the 2017-18 school year.

 “Career and Technical Education is hard work! However, our teachers continually rise to the challenge. Without their 

deep commitment to the profession and desire to be their best for our students, this would not have been possible,” says Mr. 

Randall Gooch, Director of Career, Technical & Adult Education of CPS. “Not only do they keep up with structure and curricula, 

but they push for our classrooms to be authentic workplace experiences—with the help of business and industry partnerships. 

The instructors strive for an ethic of excellence, and prepare our students to be successful by giving them a skill set that sets them 

apart from the competition.”

 CACC is a part of the CPS District and serves the community by providing the following education programs to 

a variety of ages including, but not limited to, career and technical education, personal enrichment, literacy advancement, 

workforce development and summer camps. For more information, visit www.career-center.org or www.cpsk12.org.
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As a district accredited with distinction by the Missouri Department of Elementary and Secondary Education, Columbia Public Schools is a reflection 
of the community. The vision is to be the best school district in the state, and the mission is to provide an excellent education for all students—from 
preschool to adult career education.








